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From the Principal
Dear Wolftrap Families:

It is hard to believe this is my last update of 2017! On November 27, 
the Wolftrap fifth and sixth grade chorus kicked off the holiday season 
with one of my highlights of the year, the Vienna Holiday Stroll. Our 
students did a wonderful job performing holiday songs and the 
audience was enthusiastically tapping their feet and even signing 
along. I am looking forward to the upcoming band and strings winter 
concerts and all of the holiday class parties this week!
 
AAP DEADLINE: A reminder that the date for referral forms is 
January 12, 2018. Parents of students in grades 2-7 may refer for 
full-time placement for the Fall of 2018. More information is on our 
website and can also be found here.
 
PETS ON SCHOOL PROPERTY: In order to protect the health and safety 
of students, employees and visitors, animals are prohibited on school 
property. Exceptions will be made for service animals to 
accommodate a person’s disability or may be made for scientific use 
in educational programs. While I am the proud owner of two dogs 
myself, the health and safety of all persons on Wolftrap grounds are 
paramount. If your dog accompanies you when walking your 
children to school or picking them up at dismissal, please ensure that 
your dog remains off school property. This includes the grass area 
near Talisman Drive.
 
MADISON PYRAMID SCHOOLS: No Homework during Vacations!
The principals of the Madison Pyramid have jointly adopted a “No 
Homework” policy over vacation breaks. Vacations should be an 
opportunity for students and staff to spend time with their families and 
friends, read books for fun, and relax. A healthy balance is critical to 
everyone’s well-being and this policy comes in the spirit of honoring 
family traditions as we simultaneously address issues of student stress.  

Please  remember that our school and office will be closed for winter 
break from December 18-January 1. Students return to school on 
January 2.
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OTHER HAPPENINGS

Winter Strings Concert
Monday, December 11th

AAP Parent Referral 
Information Meeting 
Tuesday, December 12th 

Winter Band Concert  
Wednesday, December 13th

Winter Band/Chorus Assembly 
Thursday, December 14th  

Super Hero Day
Friday, December 15th

Winter Break
Monday, December 18th  -
Tuesday, January 2nd

 

https://www.fcps.edu/index.php/registration/advanced-academics-identification-and-placement/elementary-school/current-fcps
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My wish for the upcoming winter break is to share experiences with 
my family and friends that will create dearly-held memories for the 
future. I hope you do the same and enjoy this time!

                              Sincerely,

                              Teresa Khuluki
                              Principal 

Clinical Corner
Winter break is fast approaching! Although it is a time to 
decompress, many parents will begin to hear the words “I’m bored” 
after the first week.  Rather than gaining more screen time, the 
clinical team at Wolftrap has some suggestions for your children. 
Baking is an activity that you and your child can do together which 
includes math and science by measuring and mixing different 
ingredients. A thoughtful activity that also gets kids to write is writing 
thank you notes or holiday cards. Whether it’s to their teacher, a 
friend, or family member, writing a note or a card can be an easy 
way to practice writing, spelling, and showing an act of kindness. 
For other fun activities please click here for an article with more.

On behalf of the Wolftrap clinical team, we wish all of our families 
and staff a safe and happy holidays!     

Greetings from the PTA
Happy Holidays from the PTA Board!  This is our only edition of the 
Connection in December so we wanted to take this opportunity to 
thank you for all that you have done for our school so far this year 
and to highlight that there are quite a few events this last week of 
school in 2017 (details within this edition of the Connection) where 
parents are working hard donating time, energy and resources to 
make the winter festivities fun and engaging for our kids.  Thank you 
again to all who are participating- we could not do these events 
without you.     

We also wanted to take a moment to review some outcomes of 
recent PTA sponsored events and initiatives:

FALL BOOK FAIR:  Raised over $6,000 for our school!   Thank you to all 
who donated time as volunteers and all who purchased books to 
make this a success! 

WATER FOUNTAINS:  We are happy to announce that the PTA 
funded water fountains (complete with no-touch sensor-activated 
bottle filling stations) arrived and were installed last week.  Look for 
them next time you are at the school-we are sure the students will 
find them useful!

Wolftrap Reminder
ACCESS TO THE SCHOOL
All persons entering the building 
during the school day must report 
to the office and visitors will only 
be able to gain access through 
the main doors at the front of the 
school. 

This security measure ensures that 
our office knows the 
whereabouts of all adults in our 
building at any given time. 
Younger siblings may not 
accompany parents when 
volunteering. 

DELIVERING ITEMS TO SCHOOL
If you are delivering items for 
class parties/curriculum events, 
we are more than happy to have 
a custodian bring a cart out to 
your car if the items you have are 
bulky or heavy. You can call the 
office in advance and ask for 
someone to meet you outside.

To prevent interruptions to our 
students’ learning, all materials 
delivered during the school day 
should be left in the office and 
our custodians will deliver 
materials to the classrooms during 
an appropriate time.

VOLUNTEER 

The PTA can't run without your 
support 

Please view the PTA flyer to see 
where we could really use extra 
hands.

http://blog.connectionsacademy.com/10-winter-break-learning-activities/
https://wolftrappta.membershiptoolkit.com/assets/00230/2017_-_2018_Open__Positions_Flyer_8_29_17.pdf
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TECHNOLOGY DONATION:  Exciting news!  The PTA approved a 
motion to purchase new pro-book computers to replace the 
netbooks our 6th graders are using.  The current netbooks were 
identified by the school as the most urgent technology need (they 
are significantly outdated and in constant need for repair). The PTA 
will be working with the school to outline a technology plan so that 
technology needs of the school are addressed annually for years to 
come.  See the technology update in this edition of the Connection 
for more information on how you might be able to help our school 
with other technology needs.  
 
Finally, a few additional items of note related to PTA business.

● Fairfax County Council of PTA’s (FCCPTA) Advocacy Night:  
The FCCPTA held an advocacy night this month to provide a 
forum for direct discussion on critical topics with Fairfax 
county leadership including County Supervisors and the 
Fairfax County School Board.  The meeting focused on the 
gaps in the current budget between what has been 
proposed and what is available for funding and how to 
address those gaps.  The County's main initiative is to look to 
the state for additional funding noting that Virginia is one of 
the states with the lowest amount of state funding provided 
to local districts.  In addition they are focused on getting 
more control over state funds at the local level. The elected 
officials in attendance noted that the best way to help them 
was to keep them informed about what is happening in our 
schools and offering ideas for solutions. If you would like to 
get involved, FCCPTA is joining the Virginia Advocacy Day in 
Richmond in January, and all PTA members can attend. 
Please see http://www.fccpta.org for more details on this 
event and other opportunities to participate in FCCPTA 
ongoing initiatives. 

● Tax Deductions:  Tax deduction receipts will be available in 
the new year.  

Wolftrap Announcements

PTA Teacher Appreciation
The PTA's Teacher Appreciation Committee will host "Holiday 
Delights" on Thursday, December 14th for all teachers and staff at 
Wolftrap Elementary School.

Our monthly lunches are hosted by each grade level.  For this event, 
we are inviting anyone who has a favorite holiday cookie recipe to 
participate.  We will provide the teachers with small boxes so they 
can each take home a few holiday treats - like a cookie exchange.

Please use the signup link here if you’d like to bake some cookies 
and share some holiday cheer with our tireless staff!

KEEP IN TOUCH
Wolftrap Elementary School has a 
great presence on Twitter, 
managed by Mr. Campet. Follow 
the school @WolftrapES. The 
brand-new STEAM Lab has its 
own handle: @WolftrapSTEAM. 
Follow them for great photos of 
school day happenings! 

The PTA has both a Facebook 
Page and a Facebook Group. 
Follow the page for information 
you might want to share with your 
neighbors and join us in the group 
for school-specific conversations. 
See you there! 

YOUR PTA BOARD
⚫  Michelle Ramos, president
    president@wolftrappta.org
⚫  Sarah Helou, president-elect
     President-elect
    @wolftrappta.org

⚫  Doris Sandall, secretary
    secretary@wolftrappta.org

⚫  Lori Bowlin, treasurer
    treasurer@wolftrappta.org 

http://www.fccpta.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ca9ab28a75-holiday1
http://www.twitter.com/wolftrapes
http://www.twitter.com/wolftrapsteam
mailto:president@wolftrappta.org
mailto:president-elect@wolftrappta.org
mailto:president-elect@wolftrappta.org
mailto:secretary@wolftrappta.org
mailto:treasurer@wolftrappta.org
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Wolftrap Announcements

Rhythms of the Americas and Africa
The Cultural Arts Committee was delighted to host musicians 
performing percussion music originating from the Americas and 
Africa at a Wolftrap assembly on Tuesday, December 5, 2017!  Luis 
Garay Percussion World, began in 1996 in Washington D.C. and is a 
multicultural percussion ensemble comprised of world class 
musicians specializing in the exhilarating rhythms of the Americas 
and Africa. Their high energy concert was a hit! This dynamic group 
has performed in over five hundred public schools and private 
events, enticing audiences to join in the passion, inspiration, and joy 
of drumming!  Luis Garay has performed for the Kennedy Center, 
Wolf Trap, Strathmore Music Center, and many other high-profile 
venues.

Students and teachers are invited and encouraged to continue to 
learn more about the instruments, music, and artist by looking at the 
links that follow; Instruments, Common Core Supplement Activities, 
About the Performance!

These stations will help students and staff stay hydrated and healthy 
by promoting more water drinking, AND help the environment by 
reducing the amount of single-use plastic bottles that take many 
resources to produce and often wind up in landfills. 
Help your student use the new stations by encouraging them to 
bring a refillable bottle, and remind them not to make a mess! The 
PTA will consider purchasing more stations if the use of these two 
goes well and there is further interest.

ADVANCED ACADEMICS
AAP PARENT REFERRAL MEETING
Dr. Grove will be hosting a Parent 
Referral Information meeting to 
review optional materials you 
can include in the AAP referral 
packet.

A presentation related to these 
optional materials will be 
available via the Wolftrap 
Elementary School website.

Parent Referral Meeting -
Tuesday, December 12th

2:00 pm, Teachers Workroom

REFERRAL FORM DEADLINE
The deadline date for referral 
forms is January 12, 2018, NO 
EXCEPTIONS. This is when the 
Advanced Academic Programs 
Level IV Referral Form and 
optional materials for students in 
grade 2, who are not in pool, and 
students in grades 3–6, are due to 
Dr. Grove at Wolftrap.  

Friday, January 12th, 2018 - 
DUE: Level IV Referral form and 
optional materials for students in 
grade 2 who are not in pool and 
students in grades 3-6.

SPRING 2018 TIMELINE
Due to the tight timeframe, do 
not wait for test information to 
submit a referral if you would like 
your student screened. No 
exceptions to the referral 
deadline are made. 

Visit the homepage of the 
Wolftrap Elementary School site 
for the full timeline.

Wolftrap now has two new water 
bottle filling stations, thanks to our 
PTA funds and the PTA Board and 
Green Team! The PTA purchased 
the stations and paid the 
installation costs for FCPS staff to 
do the work. 

One is located in the 2nd grade 
hallway and one is in the 
Cafeteria.

PTA Purchases Water Bottle Filling Stations

http://www.luisgaray.com/instruments.htm
http://www.luisgaray.com/artist_questionnaire.htm
http://www.luisgaray.com/artist_questionnaire.htm
http://www2.fcps.edu/WolftrapES/
http://www2.fcps.edu/WolftrapES/
http://www2.fcps.edu/WolftrapES/
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Winter After School Programs
Registration opens at 7:00 am on Friday, December 15 and ends 
Monday, January 15 at 11:59 pm. Classes cannot accommodate 
new students once the class has begun. All registrations must be 
completed ONLINE at the PTA website. No late registrations will be 
available in this session. Please note the change.

● After School Program Brochure
To learn more about the program and processes the full 
After School Programs brochure can be found here.

● Flyer of Programs
To access the flyer of program options, click here.

Edison Expo, School Science Fair
“I have not failed. I've just found 10,000 ways that won't work”
 - Thomas Edison

STRATEGIES LAB
Attention Strategies Lab 
Volunteers. 

NEW INFORMATION
New directions and videos are 
now available for our 
January/February rotation. 
Click here for full details.

SPECIAL NOTE
There will be no strategies lab 
classes in December.

EDISON EXPO

⚫  Resources and Ideas
    Check out resources for
    getting started and project
    ideas on the Edison Expo
    page by clicking here. 
⚫  Questions?
     Please email us at
     edisonexpo@wolftrappta.org. 

The Wolftrap Elementary School Edison Expo is 
coming up at the end of January. The Edison 
Expo offers all students K-6 and opportunity to 
showcase a project in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Architecture, or Math. START NOW 
to come up with project ideas and partners (if 
desired) and work on your project over the 
winter break. Stay tuned for additional 
information on registration and logistics in 
January. 

http://www.wolftrappta.org/
https://wolftrappta.membershiptoolkit.com/assets/00230/After_School_Programs/Winter2018ASPbrochure.pdf
https://wolftrappta.membershiptoolkit.com/assets/00230/After_School_Programs/Wolftrap_ASP_Winter_2018_Flyer_v4.pdf
http://www2.fcps.edu/WolftrapES/strategieslab.html
https://wolftrappta.membershiptoolkit.com/Edison_expo
mailto:edisonexpo@wolftrappta.org


We continue to have great turnout on Wednesdays, even as the 
mornings get colder.  The next Walking Wednesday will be the week 
we return from Winter Break, Wednesday, January 3, 2018. 

Complimentary Caffe Amouri coffee will be available to parents who 
walk with their kids. Dress Warm! 
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SAFETY UPDATE
BEULAH ROAD SAFETY UPDATE
Thank you to our parent 
community for completing 128 
surveys for the Beulah Road 
Crosswalk! All responses were 
included in the federal grant 
application. 

GRANT APPLICATION
The Fairfax County Department of 
Transportation (FCDOT) proposed 
the following in the federal grant 
application:

⚫  7-foot to 15-foot bumpouts 
    and 8-foot median refuge for
    the crosswalk (including
    evaluation for a potential
    pedestrian beacon device)
⚫  Creation of a channelized
    southbound right-turn lane
⚫  On-road bike lanes

⚫  Transitional median striping as
     road diet treatments

If we win the federal grant, 
construction may be in 
2019-2020. If we do not win the 
grant, FCDOT's 6-year 
transportation plan places 
construction between 2021-2023. 
We expect to find out if we won 
the federal grant in June 2018.

CONTINUED ADVOCACY
We continue to advocate for 
safety improvements along 
Beulah Road, from Antioch 
Church to the crosswalk. Some of 
these improvements have not yet 
been added to FCDOT’s list of 
projects.

WALKING WEDNESDAYS
The final Walking Wednesday of 
2017 was held this past week.  
3rd grade narrowly snuck by 2nd 
grade to claim back to back 
Golden Sneaker awards.

Pictured (left)are Shelby Smith and 
Kinsley Wintermute presenting the 
trophy to 3rd graders Caitlin 
Holtaway and Cassie Geer. 

Safe Routes

TALISMAN DRIVE NOTE
Please remember to not drop 
off/pick up students in the no 
parking areas along Talisman, this 
is a serious safety issue.
 

The final Walking Wednesday of 2017. Kids who walked to school signed their 
name according to their grade. 

Who will take home the coveted Golden 
Sneaker prize for the end of the 2017 
school year.

Walking Wednesdays the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month.



Resource Review
Resources can be seen in the Willow Oaks Administrative Center 
lobby from 7:30 am to 4:30 pm each business day. Extended hours 
until 8 pm are on Monday, December 18, and Thursday, January 4, 
2018. Note the building is closed December 25-29 and may close 
early on the 22nd. 

Resources are also available online by clicking here.

Selection Process
A review committee of community members, administrators, and 
teachers will meet in December and January to review the resources. 
Public review of the materials is part of the process for selecting new 
resources. All community feedback will be shared with School Board 
members before the vote at the School Board regular meeting.

We Are Looking for Computer Donations
Wolftrap continues to actively use computers in daily instruction, but 
many of our current laptops are 10 years old. We can help update 
those very old computers by seeking out donations from area 
companies. Many companies recycle computers after 3-5 years. 

Think your company would be interested in donating?
If you think your company would be interested in donating their old 
computers, please reach out to the Technology committee 
(technology@wolftrappta.org). We can provide more details on what 
is needed. Due to FCPS requirements, we can accept donations of 
Dell laptops and Apple iPads. We can also put any corporate 
financial donations to excellent use as well.

In addition to donations, FCPS has proposed an increase in 
technology funding in an upcoming budget. It will take several years 
before those funds will be coming to Wolftrap, however. The PTA is 
also investigating how we can help supplement the computers in the 
school, but corporate donations can have an immediate impact for 
our students.
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WINTER PARTIES
1st Grade Winter Party 
Tuesday, December 12th

2nd Grade Winter Party 
Friday, December 15th

3rd Grade Winter Party 
Wednesday, December 13th

4th Grade Winter Party 
Wednesday, December 13th

5th Grade Winter Party 
Thursday, December 14th

6th Grade Winter Party 
Friday, December 15th

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION
The Wolftrap Connection is jointly 
produced by the Wolftrap 
Elementary PTA and the Wolftrap 
faculty/staff. Send any concerns, 
questions, or ideas about the 
newsletter to the 
Communications Team. 

Past issues are archived on the 
Wolftrap ES site and the Wolftrap 
PTA Site 

Next Issue: January 2, 2018 

Submission Guidelines: Please do 
not send attachments; put 
exactly what you want the article 
to say in the body of the email 
along with a headline. We 
understand this isn’t always 
possible, but information 
assembled in chunks of 100 words 
or less is easier to put into the 
newsletter, will more likely be 
read by families and will not be 
subjected to possible editing for 
space by the communication 
team. THANK YOU!

Fairfax County Public Schools News
PARENT COMMENTS SOUGHT ON 
PROPOSED NEW FCPS 4th GRADE 
SOCIAL STUDY MATERIALS
Community members can review 
proposed new resources for 4th 
grade social studies, which is 
Virginia Studies, through January 5, 
via an online comment sheet. 

https://www.fcps.edu/%20node/35453
mailto:technology@wolftrappta.org
mailto:communications@wolftrappta.org
http://www2.fcps.edu/WolftrapES/newsletter.html
https://wolftrappta.membershiptoolkit.com/newsletter
https://wolftrappta.membershiptoolkit.com/newsletter
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CHANGES TO EDUCATION 
REBATES PROGRAM
There have been a few recent 
changes to our school’s 
Education Rebates programs. 
Labels for Education will be 
ending next month. Also, the 
charity that was responsible for 
Kellogg's Family Rewards has 
closed its operations. KFR may 
introduce a new program in the 
future. 

Luckily, many Education Rebates 
programs are still going strong! 
Box Tops, Giant A+ Rewards, and 
Harris Teeter are all continuing. 
The deadline for our next Box 
Tops contest will be February 12. 

HOLIDAY SHOPPING
Shop for everyone on your gift list 
this holiday using the link below 
and Amazon donates to Wolftrap 
Elementary!

Please support Wolftrap’s PTA by 
using this link when purchasing 
from Amazon.

. 

November’s Dining for Dollars was 
held at Silver Diner in Tyson’s 
Corner. Thank you to all who 
attended, everyone had a great 
time!

We look forward to seeing you at 
the next event and appreciate 
your help raising funds for Wolftrap.

What’s Happening Around Wolftrap

Dining for Dollars

WOLFTRAP Dining for $'s at Silver Diner. Face Painting was a Favorite!

3rd Graders Quinn Bowlin 
and Finn Dennehy enjoyed 
the Silver Diner Dining for $'s 
fundraiser.

Free Balloons, Banjo 
Playing, Songs, and Face 
Painting were all featured 
at the  Silver Diner.

Friends Having Fun Together 
at Silver Diner's Dining for $'s.

Also, we will be 
increasing our efforts 
to collect Tyson 
Project A+ labels. 
For more information, visit 
http://projectaplus.tyson.com/

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-1605215
http://projectaplus.tyson.com/


Page 9 of 9

Wolftrap Field Trips 

Second Grade 
The National Building Museum

First Grade 
Trip to Discovery Theater

Fourth Grade
Jamestown


